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Clerk: Mrs Elizabeth-Anne Broad
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1 Pinewood, Skelmersdale, Lancashire, WN8 6UZ
Telephone: 01695 557678
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Your Parish Councillors are:







Alison Whitehead (Chairman)
Diane Ingrey (Vice Chairman)
Carol Blackledge
Roger Clayton
Andrew Beeston
Carole Gillespie
All contact via the Clerk
Meetings:
Wednesday 14th June 2017
Wednesday 26th July 2017
Wednesday 13th September 2017
Wednesday 11th October 2017

Monthly meetings usually start at 7:30 pm in the
Community Meeting Room in Asda, Statham Road.
The agenda is posted on the Parish Council notice
boards prior to the meeting.
All very welcome to come along
Please check out the Parish Council Website at

www.lathomsouthpc.co.uk
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Annual Parish Meeting will be held
on Wednesday 10th May 2017 at
8pm in The Community Meeting
Room, Asda Warehouse, Statham
Road, Lathom
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Firswood Road Development
On 13th April, the Borough Council’s Planning
Committee was persuaded to defer a decision on this
planning application until its next meeting. This was
because important highways correspondence had not
been published on the website.
South Lathom Residents’ Association had already
complained about the Council’s apparent abandonment
of the Development Brief for the site and about these
highways documents having been omitted from the
Council’s website but to no avail. It was left to Ward
Councillor Paul Cotterill to raise several related
questions at the committee meeting before anyone
took any notice.
Having attended the October Parish Council meeting
the lack of any further consultation efforts by the
developers has left the Parish Council and everyone
locally at a huge disadvantage. We expect this to cause
problems which could have been avoided for residents
of the new houses, as well as for existing residents of
Firswood Road.
The officers’ report to the planning committee revealed
minor changes in the proposals for Bellway to provide
twelve affordable homes, instead of ten, and to
contribute £50,000 towards the proposed linear park.
Bellway representatives have insisted that a 20% profit
margin is the minimum acceptable to the company.
There are no proposals to build bungalows or purpose2

The judges were interested and well-informed, and
accepted that this case has far-reaching implications.
The local resident’s legal team did an excellent job of
presenting the argument and the case went as well as
we could have hoped for.

Local Plan Review
No sooner have we seen the current Local Plan start to
bite on our area than the Borough Council has started a
“Review”, which feels like a new Local Plan. The
current version is supposed to last until 2027 and it
includes contingency measures, in case the forecast
new housing numbers are not being delivered. We are
only just in the throes of finding out what is being
proposed but already there have been dark warnings
about further borough-wide releases of Green Belt
land. We should know more by the time of the Annual
Parish meeting – see front page for details.

Tree Warden News
Your suggestions are requested for a location for a new
initiative—a Community Orchard. A site within Lathom
South Parish where the community can create an
orchard of fruit trees. Please contact the clerk (details
on back page) if you have any ideas where this could be
sited.
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Judicial Review of Whitemoss
The decision on judicial review of Whitemoss
hazardous waste landfill expansion expected in a few
weeks On 2 March 2017 in the Court of Appeal,
London, Lord Justices Ryder, Lindblom and Irwin
listened to the evidence of a local resident in the
judicial review of the Secretary of State’s decision to
allow the proposed extension of Whitemoss hazardous
waste landfill to go ahead. The judges’ decision is
expected in a few weeks’ time, though no date has
been set.
The judges considered whether the Secretary of
State’s decision in favour of the landfill expansion was
legal in light of the fact that the need for the project
had been assumed purely on the basis that it had been
accepted by the Secretary of State as a Nationally
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).
The Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project system
provides in principle for hazardous waste sites
receiving over 100,000 tonnes of waste per year to be
signed off by central government, bypassing local
authority scrutiny and opposition. Whitemoss has
never managed to attract anything approaching these
large amounts of waste. So we question whether the
proposed development at Whitemoss truly merits
being accepted as a Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project.
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built retirement homes, as are required by the Local
Plan and the Development brief for the site.
The Parish Council remains particularly concerned
about traffic impacts on Firswood Road but the effects
of ‘phase 1’ on ‘phases 2 and 3’ of the whole 400-home
development are also worrying. Issues around
pavement and carriageway widths and a lack of direct
access to shops, schools, health services etc. for
pedestrians and cyclists have been dismissed.
The Borough Council’s Cabinet has approved the use of
compulsory land purchases as a last resort if the
landowners of the rest of the site do not make their
land available for building soon. It was their claim of
unanimity that persuaded the Inspector at the Local
Plan Inquiry to decide that the whole site is deliverable.
We are not convinced that the threat of compulsory
purchase will bring the land owners back together.
We have no doubt that the Borough Council’s decision
to allow development of the south west corner before
direct access to Neverstitch Road had been secured for
pedestrians, cyclists and infrastructure services has
been a huge mistake. New and existing residents are
the ones who will suffer the consequences,
unfortunately, because there can be little doubt that
the plans will soon be approved without significant
3

Vale Lane Issues
We are slowly progressing a number of issues affecting
residents of Vale Lane.
The unreliability of the electricity supply is being
addressed by Electricity North West after complaints
from the Parish Council which were escalated to the
Energy Ombudsman. The wiring and connections are
all being renewed which should hopefully lead to a
more robust network.
The dangerous trees flanking Vale Lane and Cobbs
Brow Lane have been attended to and either lopped or
felled. There remains just a couple of trees in LCC
ownership that need work and we are pursuing this
with as much pressure as we can through the
complaints procedure and our District Councillor.
The problems with drainage on the lane are also being
addressed. A large culvert on Cobbs Brow Lane which
was blocked with tree roots has been cleared and the
tree removed. This blocked culvert resulted in water
pouring down onto Vale Lane. The drainage problem
near to the roundabout, from adjacent land, which
caused water to flood the road has also been
addressed using the Environment Agency.
The gullies/grids which were blocked have all been
cleaned out but a few require further work. There are
blockages/collapses beneath ground which need
further camera investigation and then planned highway
works.
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We have had assurances from LCC that this work will
be done and again we are pursuing this. The shortage
of funding at LCC is making progress on all issues very
slow.

County Council Elections
Polling cards have been delivered to households for
the County Council elections, which will take place on
Thursday 4th May. Within West Lancashire Borough
Council there are 8 electoral divisions represented
by 8 elected members. Following an electoral review
by the Local Government Boundary Commission for
England, 4 of the electoral divisions have new boundaries coming into effect at this election.
One of those Divisions is West Lancashire East, which
corrects the split of our area that has existed since
before our Parish Council was established in 2007.
We are joined with the parishes of Bickerstaffe,
Bispham, Dalton, Hilldale, Lathom, Newburgh,
Parbold and Simonswood, and part of Aughton parish, as well as part of Ormskirk town.
The candidates are: Ian Davis, from Westhead (Our
West Lancashire); Gareth Dowling, from Ormskirk
(Labour); Heather Doyle, from Westhead (Green);
Paul Greenall, from Westhead (Conservative) and
John Stewart, from Parbold (UKIP). It is the only Division in West Lancashire that is being fought by five
candidates.
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